Dr Bryce said, that in a previous discussion on this subject, it was stated that Sir James Simpson's cephalotribe was useless for breaking up the base of the skull; but in this case it had been perfectly successful. He thought it was of great importance to get the instrument applied well over the head, because he could easily conceive that the blades might bend if the whole strain were put on the points.
Dr Macdonald thought that any one who had looked at this cast would see that there must have been some mistake as to the experiments performed by Dr Duncan, who said that the blades of the instrument would bend; for in Dr Keiller's case, the strongest part of the foetal head was crushed.
Dr Burn said that he had seen two cases in which the head was left in the uterus, and in both there was very great difficulty in extracting it.
Dr Inglis stated that all Dr Duncan's experiments were conducted upon the idea that the head was presenting, and even with a small weak head he had seen the tips of the instrument yield. He (2.) During her recent pregnancy quickening took place at the middle of July, being four and a half months subsequent to the last menstrual discharge, the period at which she had always " felt life " for the first time in her previous pregnancies.
(3.) The excess of liquor amnii.?It is well known that this acts as a cause of tedious labour, although it has not been recognised in the books as a cause of protracted pregnancy. 1 feel strongly inclined, however, to regard it as really such, and, perlfaps, as the chief, if not the sole, cause in the case under consideration. It is certainly a fact that, about the time parturition ought to have begun, labour pains were felt, and continued to *be felt more or less by the patient up to the time of genuine labour, although, as she expressed it, " they were so weak as not to be worth minding,"?rendered abortive, it may have been, as in the case of tedious labour, by the liquor amnii preventing the uterus contracting upon the foetus, until, by the large increase of the latter, and the disposal in some way of a certain portion of the " water," actual labour was ultimately superinduced. The discussion on this case was postponed till next meeting.
